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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed April 1 1 , 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, with respect to claims 1 , 4, and 9-1 1 , that Oshima et al. does 
not teach or suggest a selection of a control/vibration detection frequency characteristic 
based on whether the imaging device is performing still or motion picture imaging. 
However, the Examiner disagrees pointing out that Oshima does disclose the selection 
of a control/vibration detection frequency characteristic based on whether the imaging 
device is performing still or motion picture imaging in column 9, line 55 - column 10, line 
12 and column 13, lines 25-52 (depending on the mode, the filters are selected to 
change the characteristics of the image stabilizer to perform proper image correction). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3-6, and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Oshima et al. (US Patent # 5,526,045). 

2. In regard to claim 1 , note Oshima discloses the use of an imaging apparatus 
capable of imaging a still picture and a motion picture (column 10, lines 2-10), 
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comprising an image stabilizer that suppresses image blur of the imaging apparatus 
(column 8, lines 32-40), determining means that determines whether an indication is a 
still picture imaging indication of a motion picture imaging indication (column 10, lines 1- 
14, the image control circuit 9 determines the indication of mode), and a controller that 
selects a control frequency characteristic of said image stabilizer based on the result of 
the determination of said determining means (column 9, lines 55-62 and column 13, 
lines 25-52; depending on the mode, the filters are selected to change the 
characteristics of the image stabilizer). 

3. In regard to claim 3, note Oshima discloses that the control frequency 
characteristic of said image stabilizer has a lower frequency response for still picture 
imaging than for motion picture imaging (column 13, lines 39-52, when switching to a 
motion/damping mode, the use of low-cutoff filters 1 1e-1 1g are inserted, thereby 
removing the low frequency characteristics; therefore, the still image mode has a lower 
frequency response characteristic than the motion mode). 

4. In regard to claim 4, note Oshima discloses the use of as imaging apparatus 
capable of imaging a still picture and a motion picture (column 10, lines 2-10), 
comprising an image stabilizer that suppresses image blur of the imaging apparatus 
(column 8, lines 32-40), an imaging switch that performs an imaging operation (column 
8, line 61- column 9, line 5), and a controller that controls said image stabilizer using a 
predetermined control characteristic selected from among a plurality of control 
characteristics (column 8, lines 32-40 and column 10, lines 2-12), the predetermined 
control characteristic being selected in response to operation of said imaging switch 
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(column 8, line 61- column 9, line 5; the control mode is selected when the user 
depresses the control switch 7), and on the basis of whether said imaging apparatus is 
performing still picture imaging or motion picture imaging (column 10, lines 2-12, the 
imaging mode can be changed; and column 13, lines 39-52, based on the imaging 
mode, the predetermined control characteristics are set using different filters for image 
correction in each mode). 

5. In regard to claim 5, note Oshima discloses that the imaging switch includes a 
plurality of stages, and the predetermined control characteristic is selected when a 
predetermined number of stages of said imaging switch are operated (column 8, line 61- 
column 9, line 5; after the user depresses the control switch 7 and the first stage is 
operated, the control mode is selected). 

6. In regard to claim 6, note Oshima discloses that the same predetermined control 
characteristic is selected regardless of whether said imaging apparatus is performing 
still picture imaging or motion picture imaging if said imaging switch is not operated 
(column 8, line 61- column 9, line 5; if the user does not depress the control switch 7 
then the control mode is not changed and the characteristics stay the same). 

7. In regard to claim 9, note Oshima discloses the use of an imaging apparatus 
capable of imaging a still picture and a motion picture (column 10, lines 2-10), 
comprising an image stabilizer that suppresses image blur (column 8, lines 32-40) and a 
detector that detects a vibration frequency using a predetermined vibration detection 
characteristic selected from among a plurality of vibration detection characteristics 
(column 4, lines 45-50 and column 9, lines 19-40, the image fluctuations are defined as 
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a blur caused by the frequency of vibration/movement of the camera; column 8, lines 
32-40, the image is corrected using image fluctuation detectors to suppress the 
vibration/movement), the predetermined vibration detection characteristic being 
selected on the basis of whether said imaging apparatus is performing still picture 
imaging or motion picture imaging (column 10, lines 2-12, the imaging mode can be 
changed; and column 13, lines 39-52, based on the imaging mode, the predetermined 
control characteristics are set using different filters for image correction in each mode). 

8. In regard to claim 10, note Oshima discloses the use of an imaging apparatus 
capable of imaging a still picture and a motion picture (column 10, lines 2-10), 
comprising an image stabilizer that suppresses image blur (column 8, lines 32-40), a 
controller that controls said image stabilizer (column 8, lines 32-40), and a panning and 
tilting detector that detects whether said imaging apparatus is panning or tilting (column 

9, lines 1-17; the fluctuations detectors 8a-8c can detect whether the camera is panning 
or tilting), using a predetermined detection characteristic selected from among a 
plurality of detection characteristics (column 8, lines 32-40), the predetermined 
detection characteristic being selected on the basis of whether said imaging apparatus 
is performing still picture imaging or motion picture imaging (column 10, lines 2-12, the 
imaging mode can be changed; and column 13, lines 39-52, based on the imaging 
mode, the predetermined control characteristics are set using different filters for image 
correction in each mode, i.e. still or motion modes use different filters; therefore, 
different control characteristics are used to determine pan/tilt in each mode). 
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9. In regard to claim 1 1 , note Oshima discloses the use of an imaging apparatus 
capable of imaging a still picture and a motion picture (column 10, lines 2-10), 
comprising an image stabilizer that suppresses image blur (column 8, lines 32-40), an 
imaging switch that performs an imaging operation (column 8, line 61- column 9, line 5), 
and a panning and tilting detector that detects whether said imaging apparatus is 
panning or tilting (column 9, lines 1-17; the fluctuations detectors 8a-8c can detect 
whether the camera is panning or tilting), using a predetermined detection characteristic 
selected from among a plurality of detection characteristics (column 8, lines 32-40; the 
characteristics are selected based on the selected mode), the predetermined detection 
characteristic being selected in response to operation of said imaging switch (column 8, 
line 61- column 9, line 5; the control mode is selected when the user depresses the 
control switch 7) and on the basis of whether said imaging apparatus is performing still 
picture imaging or motion picture imaging (column 10, lines 2-12, the imaging mode can 
be changed; and column 13, lines 39-52, based on the imaging mode, the 
predetermined control characteristics are set using different filters for image correction 
in each mode, i.e. still or motion modes use different filters; therefore, different control 
characteristics are used to determine pan/tilt in each mode). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chriss S. Yoder, III whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7323. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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